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That's why we are constantly adding to our 
delivery fleets . . . not just more trucks 
. but trucks with the latest material 
handling devices. 
With today's labor rates, on time delivery 
should be as important to you as the 


So we have increased our investment in 
equipment to deliver your requirements 
quickly and economically—and we have a 
dispatching system to match. Try us! 


Call us at 757-3808, you'll be glad you 


product you buy .. . right? selected DeClerk as part of your team. 
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KAHN IS COMING 
TO CRANBROOK 


"In this disintegrating world of men 
reduced to partial beings, Lou Kahn 
stands up as a total man." 


Walter Groptus 


You are probably already familiar with the buildings of Louis Kahn. Almost every 
architect can identify at least the Salk Institute and perhaps a few more. 


But what do you know about his thoughts on man and architecture? Did you know 
that Kahn's work reflects his feelings about things like the esthetic value of the 
column, the nature of a square and its corners, man as an art-maker? 


Thursday evening, November 21, you will have an opportunity to meet the man 
behind the Kahn image. 


He has chosen to title his lecture "Architecture: Silence and Light" and will present 
it at 8:00 p.m. in the Cranbrook School for Boys gymnasium. 


Tickets are available at the Chapter Headquarters, 28 West Adams, Detroit 48226, 
965-4100, mail and phone orders filled; or from the Cranbrook Academy of Art, 
They are priced at $2.50 per adult and $1.00 per student. 


The gymnasium seats Only 700, so place your ticket order early. 


Please send me___ tickets for the Kahn Lecture at $2.50 each. 

My check in the amount of $ is enclosed. 

Name Phone 
Address 


Tickets will be mailed. 


Return to: The Detroit Chapter, 28 West Adams, Detroit 48226 


The look-alikes that make 
difference! 


Contract X 


16 OZ 


Contract XI 


42 OZ 


These two new carpets from carpet budget stretch when you don't pay more carpet for the money. Both carpets 


Columbus are identical to the eye. The for weight you won't be using. meet FHA requirements for wear. 
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Contract X is engineered for normal traffic restaurants, hospitals, department stores, 
areas. Contract XI is built for extra-heavy showrooms, . 
wear. Both carpets are made with 100% Creslar: 
By using them according to traffic Type 61B Creslan acrylic fiber with _EXANAMI.L > 
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EDITORIAL 


The government of Michigan, like 
the government of most of our states 
is on guard to protect its citizens as 
best it can from the many hazards, 
discomforts and inconveniences that 
can exist in the construction and use 
of physical facilities. This is done 
through a number of codes and sets 
of rules and regulations covering a 
broad range of subjects germaine to 
the construction industry. Probably 
the most familiar of these are the fire 
safety regulations administered by the 
State Fire Marshall. 

Likewise many of the local govern- 
mental entities throughout the State 
—the cities, townships, counties, etc.— 
have their own boards of regulation 
and inspection for various trades and 
disciplines of the building industry. 
Inevitably architects, in their seeking 
to realize ingenious precedent shatter- 
ing design solutions to normal build- 
ing requirements, (many of which 
haven’t really changed in hundreds of 
years), run tragically afoul of well 
intentioned bureaucratic regulations 
imposed by law, with a resulting loss 
of function for the Owner and of both 
economy and often most important, 
time. Frequently lost too, is at least 
some measure of the aesthetic artistry 
in which the building was originally 
conceived. 

Just as it can be presumed that 
registered architects are capable of 
making intelligent decisions, so can 
it be presumed (although this is be- 
coming an increasingly suspect pre- 
sumption in many cases) that govern- 
mental bodies act basically in the best 
interests and for the benefit of the 
citizenry. If both of these presump- 
tions are close to correct, then some- 
body is making a mistake, and all too 
often the reason for the mistake is 
quite simply that old bugaboo, lack of 
communication. Only comparatively 
recently in our society has it been 
necessary for a designing architect to 
incorporate into his designing process 
the legally required building codes 
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and the rules set up by the govern- 
ment. One wonders if our architec- 
tural schools are missing adequate 
emphasis on this point in accommo- 
dating in our education the fact that 
there are basics to be included in 
architectural design other than the 
client's building program and our own 
“good taste.” 

Recently we have had in Michigan 
two steps aimed very deliberately at 
opening communication lines between 
state government and the architect. On 
September 30, Donald G. Wiseman, 
Chief of the Elevator Safety Division 
of the State Department of Labor, 
spoke to a disappointingly small group 
of Detroit chapter members on the re- 
quirements of the State, regarding all 
mechanical vertical transportation de- 
vices. As this nomenclature suggests, 
the regulations of the State include 
more than simply the familiar pas- 
senger elevator, and these regulations 
are quite comprehensive. Contrary to 
suspicions held by some, the regula- 
tions do not in any way constitute an 
impediment to good architecture, ex- 
cept in that they can require major 
modifications of a new building — 
sometimes at considerable cost — be- 
fore the law is satisfied because the 
architect was unaware of the require- 
ments when he started. This meeting 
was arranged by the Detroit Chapter’s 
Committee on Governmental Require- 
ments. Obviously we would heartily 
recommend more of such arrange- 
ments, more participation (for their 
own good and that of their clients) 
by Detroit Chapter members, and that 
similar efforts be made by other chap- 
ters. State officials and officials of 
other governmental units are always 
willing and anxious to meet with 
architects for this purpose. 

The other recent example of com- 
munication that held great value for 
architects was held at Wayne State 
University on October 24. Co-spon- 
sored by the Division of Urban Exten- 
sion of Wayne’s Department of Con- 


ferences and Institutes and the Archi- 
tectural Barriers Committee of the 
Detroit Chapter, the Architectural Bar- 
riers conference presented complete 
information on the concept, interpre- 
tation, and ramifications of the recent 
Michigan Law (Act No. 1 of the 
Public Arts of 1966) which by physi- 
cally handicapped persons by elimi- 
nating architectural barriers which 
limit this access and use. This day 
long meeting featured a film; talks 
by Clarence Rosa, FAIA, of the State 
Building Division, Dr. Douglas Sher- 
man of Wayne, and Raymond Dukes 
of the Detroit Edison Company; and 
a panel discussion which chewed over 
the entire issue. 

The panel, chaired by Ted Kurz of 
Glen Paulsen and Associates included 
Leon Chatelain, FAIA, James Curran 
of the State Building Division, Dr. 
Sherman, Karl Greimal of the Uni- 
versity of Detroit, and Edwin Salkow- 
ski of the AGC. Attendance was good, 
but like the elevator session, it could 
have been better. Some resistance to 
this law has been noted among archi- 
tects, and again it is certain that the 
only valid reason there can be for this 
is a lack of understanding. There can 
be no logical argument against the 
spirit of the law, and meeting its pro- 
visions satisfactorily and economically 
is no more of a challenge to the archi- 
tect than many of the client require- 
ments that are constantly faced. 

More of this sort of thing should 
happen, and since the law is generally 
on the side of the rules, it seems that 
the architect can reasonably be ex- 
pected to shoulder the not so heavy 
burden of seeking the opportunity 
to learn by requesting appropriate 
speeches and conferences with the 
appropriate officials. “Forewarned is 
forearmed” can be used in this context 
and after all, isn’t this a manifestation 
of the professional approach to archi- 
tecture? 


David Williams, AIA 
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Mid-Michigan Chapter 


On Wednesday, October 9 the 
Board of Directors of the MSA held 
their regular monthly meeting, this 
time in conjunction with the Mid- 
Michigan Chapter's regular monthly 
meeting in Lansing. The Publications 
Committee convened in the morning 
and the full Board met throughout the 
afternoon after joining the luncheon 
meeting of the chapter. 

In lieu of a program at the Chapter 
meeting, the annual election of officers 
was held to the somewhat amused 
interest of the MSA Board members. 
A single slate of candidates was of- 
fered by the Chapter's Committee on 
Chapter Affairs which traditionally 
serves as the Nominating Committee. 
The incumbent officers were nomi- 
nated, again following tradition in ask- 
ing officers to serve two years, with 
the exceptions of the treasurer's posi- 
tion and the two Chapter directors, 
one of which is elected to be MSA 
director for the Chapter. This last 
action was taken in order to fit this 
chapter into the regular revolving 
schedule of MSA board representation 
recently established, wherein the elec- 
tion of new Board members is stag- 
gered among the eight chapters. 

What was amusing was what ap- 
peared to be the cut and dried method 
of the nominations and election (the 
expression “railroading” was over- 
heard frequently) and the subsequent 
accusations to this effect made by 
various chapter members, accusations 
which were promptly and heatedly 
denied by the chairman of the Chap- 
ter Affairs Committee. Impassioned 
appeals were made by past chapter 
president Richard Stuckman and by 
Chapter member Richard Frank for 
openness and honesty in this process. 

The large meeting attendance of 51 
was not too surprising, but what is 
interesting is that this figure compares 
with an average attendance of 39 over 
the past year which in itself shows 
that Mid-Michigan Chapter architects 
are interested and concerned about 
what their organization is doing. Total 
Chapter membership is 80, and lun- 
cheon meetings are held regularly on 
the second Wednesday of the month. 
Notices are sent before hand only if 
the meetings location is varied from 
Tarpoffs restaurant, as it sometimes is. 
We wonder how many other MSA 
Chapters can show this sort of per- 
centage participation. 


Mid-Michigan Chapter officers for 
1969 (who take office on Jan. 1) 
are: Pres Melvin Reiter, Vice Pres 
—John Crouse, Secretary — Russell 
Hinkle, Treasurer — Larry Cross, As- 
sociate representative—Robert Groen- 
leer, Director — R. Eugene Frazier, 
Director & MSA Board member — 
Robert Siefert. 

The MSA Board moved to another 
room at Tarpoffs after the Chapter 
meeting and deliberated Society affairs 
until 5.00 P.M. Several matters of 
business which should come to the 
attention of all MSA members were 
discussed including the Registration 
Law question, Technician training ef- 
forts (the special committee looking 
into this subject was disbanded by the 
President) and of course financial 
affairs. Board members were charged 
to return to their various Chapters 
and report on these and other matters 


Research in Architecture: 
The Search for a Definition. 


Paul B. Farrell, Jr. 


Paul B. Farrell, Jr., Director of 
Economic Research and Planning for 
Smith, Hinchman & Grylls holds a 
Bachelor of Laws from the University 
of Virginia; a Bachelor of Architecture 
from Carnegie Mellon University and 
a Master of Regional Planning from 
Cornell University. 


At the recent AIA Architect-Re- 
searcher’s Conference at Wisconsin 
Dells, Wisconsin, I asked a young 
southern professor; What is architec- 
tural research? (Neither of us was 
really concerned about an answer to 
this general question, each had his 
own answer.) He was particularly in- 
terested in computer graphics as a 
design aid; I was to deliver a paper 
on “Economic Analysis/Present Value 
Techniques”.! Yet he did venture to 
say that he thought these conferences, 
which originated three years ago at the 
University of Michigan, were begin- 
ning to provide an answer in the AIA 
Research Committee’s search for a 
definition of “research in architecture” 
Although we came to no conclusions, 
it has occurred to me since then that 
these conferences have given us at 
least four dimensions of a definition 
of architectural research; it is 1. ap- 
plied rather than basic research; 2. 
practitioner oriented; 3. computerized 
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DeVries Associates, Inc., 
Architects and Engineers 


One of the well known and highly respected names in 
the architectural community of Michigan is that of Bernard 
J. DeVries, FAIA of Muskegon. Since 1938, DeVries, 
holder of the 1966 MSA gold medal and of Fellowship in 
the AIA, has maintained his office in the Hackley Union 
National Bank Building in Muskegon, in space that has 
undergone frequent enlargements. 

As might be expected with such a record of longevity, 
many of the major buildings in downtown Muskegon and 
throughout the Muskegon area are DeVries authored. So 
too, are subsequent remodelings of some of them, and of 
other older buildings in this part of Michigan. Vigorously 
active as well in civic activities in his area and in profes- 
sional activities throughout the state, DeVries is a director 
and past president of the Grand Valley, AIA Chapter, is 
Vice President and a founder of the Michigan Society of 
Planning Officials and sits on several state boards and com- 
missions, including the State Board of Registration for 
Architects, Engineers and Land Surveyors 

The practice was a sole proprietorship with up to 
a dozen people employed, recently however, some big 
changes have been taking place at 610 Hackley Union 
Building. DeVries still maintains the top position, but five 
men have been added as his associates, each fulfilling a 
specific role in which he is particularly adept, and each 
selected for his potential contribution to that mystical 
compatability factor that underlies the sound and success- 
ful operation of the team practice. These men are: James 
P. Gray, AIA, who along with Bernie writes specifications 
and travels a great deal in promotion of the firm and con- 
tact with clients; Phillip E. Lundwall, ATA, designer, who 
brings to the firm experience with Yamasaki, Gunnar 
Birkerts, and the Athens office of Doxiadis; C. Richard 
Borgeson, AIA, in charge of design development; John E 
Kuieck, AIA, chief of production drawing; and William E 
Hohmeyer, P.E., who brings the structural engineering 


Hackley Union National Bank 


discipline into the firm and is in charge of field supervision. 

This expansion of the firm represents the first step in 
developing “in house” engineering capability as well as 
in a more vigorous and deliberate solicitation of com- 
missions. 

Bernard DeVries has been a member of the Muskegon 
Planning Commission for many years, and its chairman 
since 1951. It is natural with this interest plus Lundwell’s 
experience with Doxiadis the office will enter more and 
more into the field of urban and campus planning. 

Another aspect of the “new look” in the DeVries firm 
is expansion of the office space into yet more of the 


Left to right, standing 
Lundwall, ALA, Richard Borgson, AIA, seated — William 


James P. Gray, AIA, Phillip E. 


E. Hohmeyer, P. E. 
Vries, FAIA 


John E. Kuiech, AIA, Bernard De- 


General Telephone 


Muskegon Retirement Apartment 


~ Bye Rh ea 
Crestwood United Methodist Church 


Hackley Union 6th floor. Drafting room space will be 
more than doubled and redecorating will include a four 
foot by nine foot entrance door of teak with a carved teak 
push handle being created by Lundwall’s father, who is an 
artisan pattern maker. Bernie will retain his private office 
with its sweeping vista of Muskegon harbor. This office 
refurbishing is not as yet finished, and the Bulletin hopes 
to review it after its completion. 

Among the examples of the firm's recent work illus- 
trated herein, several are of more than normal interest. 
About two thirds of the Skyline facility for the General 
Telephone Co, near Roscommon is underground. This 
facility basically a relay station for the top-secret hot 
line communication system and serves as a line in this 
communication system between its main station near 
Colorado Springs and the nation’s capital. The firm has 
done a considerable amount of work in various locations 
for the General Telephone System. The Muskegon Retire- 


Crestwood United thodist Church 


; ty, 


General Telephone 


ment Apartment house, the model of which is shown, is 
an example of the use of high-rise load bearing masonry 
construction. This project has received national attention 
from the Structural Clay Products Institute and will be 
reviewed in detail in a forthcoming issue of the Journal 
of that organization. 

A statement from the firm’s brochure sums up their 
outlook on their own relationship to the profession: 
“Explosive changes in American technology in recent years 
have produced unusual demands on the practice of archi- 
tecture, planning and engineering. With this vast growth 
of knowledge it has become impossible for a single indi- 
vidual to master all of the techniques. We realize that it 
takes qualified personnel to draw together and use prop- 


Muskegon Bank & Trust Whitehall 


erly the best knowledge available in structural theory, new 
materials and construction systems, acoustics, climate con- 
trol, materials handling, and the human factors in the 
typical environmental project. We have organized our 
firm as a team to meet this challenge along the lines of 
departmental specialists. The six principals on our team 
have been selected for their individual specialties and 
backgrounds in the field of architecture and therefore, we 
can take advantage of their specific capabilities and wide 
range of experience to the greatest extent. We feel that 
our team is an energetic and capable organization, well 
qualified to handle any architectural problem.” 

The Bulletin salutes Bernie and his vigorous young firm, 
and certainly wishes them well. 
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TEmple 1-7820 


Complete 
Mechanical 
Construction 


by Detroit’s 
fastest growing 
mechanical contractor 


MSA | 9 


Villa Elizabeth Nursing 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Albion College Coed Dormitory 
Albion, Michigan 


South Branch YMCA 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Christianson Residence Í 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


> ms] 
Greenville Public Library 
Greenville, Michigan 


Left to right, E. Ray Gordon, P. E., Franklin D. Covert, 
AIA, Paul D. Bowers, Jr., ALA, Floyd H. DeShane, AIA, 
Robert Lee Wold, AIA. 


First Presbyterian Church 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Wold, Bowers, DeShane & Covert— 
Architects, Engineers, Planners, Inc. 


The name of Robert Lee Wold should be very familiar 
to anyone who has been a member of the MSA for any 
time at all. He was president of MSA during 1966 and was 
very active in the organization even before that. 

In March of 1960 Bob Wold and his long time friend 
and fellow University of Illinois alumus Paul D. Bowers 
began to practice Architecture as Wold and Bowers of 
Grand Rapids. The reason for selecting Grand Rapids as 
a home for the firm is explained by Bob Wold in the firm’s 
brochure: “We selected Grand Rapids as the place to 
begin our practice. In 1956 Paul Bowers and I toured 
seven midwestern cities, interviewing architectural firms 
and evaluating the city as a place to live and eventually 
open our practice. Neither of us had ever been to Grand 
Rapids before, but after carefully studying all the cities, 
we both agreed that it would be the best place to work and 
raise a family. We have never regretted this decision. Four 
years later we opened our practice.” 

One of their first commissions was an office building on 
State Street in Grand Rapids into which the firm was 
scheduled to move. By the time the building was completed 
nine months after the architects went to work on it the 
space reserved for Wold and Bowers would accommodate 
only half of the staff they had been forced to assemble to 
keep ahead of the brisk business pace they experienced. 

The firm was incorporated in 1962 and Floyd DeShane, 
AIA, and Frank Covert, AIA, were added as principals. 
The following year E. Ray Gordon, P.E., joined the staff 
to supervise departments of Planning and Civil and Struc- 
tural Engineering. Mechanical and Electrical Engineering 
Departments were added in 1967 under the direction 
respectively of George Crothers, PE, and Martin Katsma, 
PE. The firm name was changed late in 1967 to Wold, 
Bowers, DeShane and Covert, Architects, Engineers, and 
Planners, Inc. The staff presently numbers 28 and the 


Barclay, Ayers & Bertsch Co. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


annual volume of construction under the firm’s design 
approximates $16 million. 

Basic to the philosophy of WBDC is the feeling that: 
The Architect should serve the community in which he 
practices — he should provide the best possible professional 
services on all types of design assignments. Since they 
started their practice, the firm has held to the principle that 
they should undertake any size or type of design job for 
which they are qualified. Thus they continue to handle 
small remodeling jobs as well as multi-million dollar hos- 
pitals and hotels. 

They have consciously tried to keep their practice varied, 
designing all types of buildings and not specializing in any 
one category. Their early design work on health care facili- 
ties and senior citizens home has led to a continuing num- 
ber of this type of project. 

However, the current work of the firm includes schools 
and colleges, churches, shopping centers, restaurants, li- 
braries, hospitals, apartments, office buildings, and a TV 
station. 

“It is not necessary for a firm to specialize in the 
design of one type of building in order to do a good 
building of this type,” reads their brochure. “If they are 
willing to put the required amount of time into research 
and development, there is no reason why they can’t do 
a good building the first time out. One three occasions 
we have won a design award for the first building of that 
particular type which we have done.” 

“We do many projects purely for ‘fun’ — that is to say 
the fees for the particular project cannot cover the costs 
of designing them. This would include store interiors, 
restaurants, bars, and summer camps— of which we 
have done several. Our smallest project was the prototype 
design for a 4 hole outhouse as part of a master plan 
for a Girl Scout camp.” 
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Meijer Thrifty Acres Shopping Center 
Okemos, Michigan 


It is highly desirable to have the capability to provide 
“complete environmental design service” within one firm. 
For a firm of this size this is not totally possible. We have 
aimed at integrating all the normal building design dis- 
ciplines within the staff, and employ qualified consultants 
to solve special problems. 

“No building can be treated as an individual project — 
it must form a harmonious part of the neighborhood or 
area in which it is built, acknowledging neighboring 
buildings and site considerations. 

This is illustrated by our work at Albion College where 
a conscious attempt was made to relate the new con- 
temporary buildings to the remainder of the campus, 
which is Late Georgian in design. 

The business is built on the theory that architecture, 


as a profession, requires the constant personal service of 

a principal to each client in order to provide the proper 

solution to that client’s particular design problem. They 

continue to handle each job using this approach. 

The firm prefers to be responsible for the total design 
package, and interior, for a building project. Site plan- 
ning and development, and usually landscape planning, 
and selection of plant materials are handled by the firm. 
Often selection and purchase of furnishings, is done, but 
usually this is in cooperation with a consultant. 

Says the firms philosophy statement, “We feel fortunate 
that we have had engineers in key positions with our firm 
almost since the beginning — they add to our capabilities, 
broaden our scope, and bring us back to reality when 
needed.” 


Huron High School, Ann Arbor when an architect plans for the future... 


LANE, RIEBE, WEILAND— 
Architects 


Ceramic Tile 
Professionally Installed: 


walls and floors of all locker 
rooms, showers and drying 
areas; gym Offices and corridors; 
toilet rooms; swimming pool 
and deck; quarry tile in kitchen. 


he selects building materials very carefully. A ceramic 
tile contractor will be pleased to explain how quality products 
and professional installation methods produce lasting effect. 


CERAMIC TILE CONTRACTORS PROMOTION FUND, INC. 


25100 Evergreen Road + Southfield, Michigan 48075 


12 | MSA 


WHATEVER 
THE JOB... 


Miller has a team of irrigation specialists to 
perform it . . . Expertly! Where ability and 
reliability count most in sprinkler irrigation 
systems . . . that’s where you will find the 
Miller team. Miller has four groups of special- 
ists that embody a total capability in the field 
of sprinkler irrigation . . . In short . . . the works! 
THE TURF SUPPLY DIVISION, Sprinkler Irriga- 
tion Supply Company, is well known in the 
industry as Sisco. It is a veritable super market 
for sprinkler irrigation supplies . . . Top qual- 
ity products manufactured by leaders in the 
industry. Sisco and its dealers stock a broad 
range of these products because they know 
that one system can't solve all problems. 

THE CONTRACTING DIVISION, Miller Sprin- 
kling Systems, is unique in this industry. Each 
important phase of an installation is handled 
by specialists with years of experience . . . 
backed up by the most extensive line of spe- 
cialized irrigation installation equipment 
known in the industry. 

THE AGRICULTURAL DIVISION of Sprinkler 
Irrigation Supply Company sells, services and 
installs aluminum portable pipeline systems 
and mechanical move sprinklers. 

THE DESIGN DIVISION, Irrigation Design As- 
sociates, brings 40 plus years of experience 
to bear on design problems and tailors irriga- 
tion systems to customer needs. 

THE RESULT: Irrigation systems engineered 
and guaranteed to give you the best possible 
water distribution, with maximum depend- 
ability and minimum operating expense. 
Contact Miller today and find out what sprin- 
kler irrigation can do for you! 


Sprinkler Irrigation Supply Co. 
A.J.M J INC. Sn 


Miller Sprinkling Systems 


(313) 398-2233 

Agricultural Division 
1320 NORTH CAMPBELL RD (313) 548.7272 
ROYAL OAK MICHIGAN 48067 Irrigation Design Associates 


(313) 398-2233 


Turf Irrigation: Golf Courses, Industrial, Commercial, Civic, Residential 
Agricultural Irrigation: Food Production, Frost Protection, Sod Production 
Waste Disposal: Food, Industrial, Sanitary Waste Processing 

Portable Pipelines: Dewatering, Temporary Water Lines 


We install and supply 
Buckner suckner and Johns Manville materials 


ARA 


D.R.I.S. 


WHAT is MORE important 
than a GOOD ROOF? ? 


It’s a well known fact that in order to be watertight a 
structure MUST have a GOOD roof. But, then, how can 
you always be assured of that? 


One solution is to be sure that a competent roofing 
contractor has been assigned the work. The ONLY other 
way is to specify that D.R.1.S. (Detroit Roofing Inspection 
Service, Inc.) be your roofing inspection agent. 


D.R.I.S. is NOT “just another” roofing inspection service! 


D.R.I.S. is an organization of KNOWLEDGEABLE people 
who have spent their professional careers in the mois- 
ture protection trades. They are QUALIFIED to handle 
field problems of any magnitude. Why settle for less 
when you can have the best? 


D.R.I.S. will ALSO guaranty ANY roof it inspects which is 
covered by the M.R.C.A. two year warranty. NO other 
roofing inspection service can afford to make THAT 
statement! 


For LEAK PROOF roofs specify D.R.I.S. in Division 7 of 
your contract documents. Meanwhile, write for our de- 
scriptive folder. No obligation. 


Detroit Roofing Inspection Service In 


Lower Level “A” Consolidated Agencies Bldg. 
Burns Drv. at E. Jefferson Detroit 48214 VA. 2-3362 
Mervin E. Smith, Genl. Mgr 
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where possible; and 4. lacking a strat- 
egy for development 

One: Applied Research. You prob- 
ably have an outdated image of re- 
search, thinking initially of basic or 
pure research. When you hear the term 
research your impressions are likely to 
be images of complex laboratories. 
The Unknown. A search for the laws 
of parity or an atomic structure. White 
coats. Secrecy. Test tubes. Estoric 
journals. Illegible equations. And per- 
haps too many Dr. Frankenstein 
movies. 

Prior to 1960 this image had a ring 
of reality. Today, however, technolog- 
ical change is occurring so rapidly that 
each decade now advances us further 
than all prior accomplishments in 
man's history. Researchers no longer 
search for general principles. Much of 
their activity is spent discovering and 
applying the vast storehouse of exist- 
ing technology from related areas. This 
trend is particularly essential to un- 
derstanding the building industry and 
the architectural profession which 
have lagged far behind other areas in 
the application of existing technology. 

In many cases, architectural re- 
search activity has become almost syn- 
onymous with education; call it self- 
education, re-education or continuing 
education. It is an individual search 
and application of ideas and methods 
already developed by others. This is ap- 
plied research, with strong emphasis 
on the processes of development, test- 
ing and engineering design. In short; 
“Architectural research must be the 
process of discovering and transferring 
known technological information into 
the programming, design and construc- 
tion of buildings and their environ- 
ments.” 

Two: The Practitioner as Re- 
searcher. The consequences of replac- 
ing the basic research image with an 
applied research effort are significant. 
Applied research relates more to the 
practitioner who is directly involved 
in the processes of programming, de- 
sign and construction, than past re- 
search activities which were primarily 
the bailiwick of the academician. The 
practicing architect in conjunction 
with his counterparts among suppliers, 
government and contractors, is in con- 
stant touch with the best possible 
laboratory for applied architectural re- 
search, his professional practice of 
building programming and design and 
construction management. 

Moreover, not only is applied re- 
search directly related to the work of 
the practicing architect, but there is 
evidence from recent results which 
suggests strongly that the smaller arch- 
itectural firm is as much (or more) 
capable than the larger ones of doing 
applied research. Witness, for example, 


ADD STYLE AND COLOR TO 
HOMES, APARTMENTS, 
MOTELS and 
VACATION CABINS 


Simple modern styling of the 
Manchester-Pierce har- 
monizes with a variety of 
architectural plans. Installed 
as a free-standing or wall- 
mounted fireplace, it may be 
placed most anywhere in a 
room. It has a double wall 
construction with an integral 
smoke shelf to avoid down 
drafts. Wood-burning models 
only. 


Fireplace Division of 


SASH & SCREEN, INC. 


1523 N. Main Street 
Royal Oak, Mich. 48067 
LI 5-0600 or LI 5-1902 


MICHIGAN DISTRIBUTOR FOR 
CONDON-KING, MALM AND 
DURA-GLO FREE-STANDING 

FIREPLACES 


the recent funding of the IBIS cost 
estimating system and the development 
of modular building systems. 

For the practicing architect three 
conclusions can be drawn from the 
comments and the discussions at the 
conferences: 1, there is a considerable 
amount of related technological know- 
how which has not been applied to 
architecture, 2. there are many op- 
portunities for architects to work di- 
rectly on applied research, and 3. the 
practicing architect with some ideas 
about improving the process of pro- 
gramming, design or construction of 
buildings may well have the basis of 
an applied research effort (or may al- 
ready be doing it) 

Three: The Computer. Undoubtedly 
the most common denominator among 
those delivering papers at the AIA 
Architect-Researchers' Conferences 
has been the computer. Many of those 
involved in architectural research have 
found it to be for transferring existing 
technology into architecture. Many 
familiar subjects were discussed by 
men working with the computer: .. . 
economic analysis performance 
standards cost estimating 
graphic design . accounting serv- 
ices . bidding information systems 

. engineering analysis . project 
management . . . master planning 
building programming modular 
systems design . and, contract 
documents 

In spite of this wide application of 
computerized research, it was made 
quite clear during both the formal and 
informal sessions at the conference, 
that the architectural profession has a 
long way to go in a short time. Few 
firms were seen as actually making 
adequate use of the computer, yet 
most observers expect the computer 
to become as essential as a drafting 
board (and probably even replacing 
it) in the next decade. 

Four: The Lack of Strategy. Not- 
withstanding the common interests, 
camaraderie, and accomplishments of 
the deverse group of individuals re- 
porting and attending the AIA Archi- 
tect-Researcher's Conferences one 
question was often raised by these con- 
cerned parties. What is our strategy 
for transferring the technological ad- 
vances of other areas into the practice 
of architecture and the building in- 
dustry? Strategy implies unified direc- 
tion of effort, which is presently lack- 
ing. Nevertheless, we can optimistic- 
ally hope that with the passing of a few 
more excellent conferences such as the 
recent one in Wisconsin Dells, we will 
have a clearer strategy for applied 
research in architecture. 
1See also, Farrell, “Financial Analysis of 
Real Estate; A Primer for Architects”, 
Journal of the American Institute of 
4rchitects (Aug. 1968) pp. 74-81 


The 

modern 
building 
material 

for beautiful, 
permanent, 
fire-safe, 
quality 
structures, 
erected in 
the shortest 
possible 


time 


PRESTRESSED 
CONCRETE 


MOTION | 
J UU 
3102 EAST CORK STREET 
KALAMAZOO, MICH. 49003 
Phone 


Kalamazoo (616) 381-1550 
Detroit (313) 864-0121 


UN Inc. 


MICHIGAN 
DRILLING CO. 


SOILS & FOUNDATION ENGINEERS 
SERVING THE MIDWEST SINCE 1928 


Soils Explorations and Laboratory 
Testing for Foundations and Other 
Structures 


Consulting Services in Soils 
Engineering, Research & Other 
Special Problems 


14555 WYOMING AVE. 
DETROIT 38, MICHIGAN 
933-9366 


aS Set 
CAST ALUMINUM 
HELLENIC LETTERS/ 
PORCELAIN ENAMEL PANEL 
Charles M. Valentine & Associates, 
Architects 
Another example of the un- 
limited choice of materials, 
alphabets, and designs avail- 
able from Supersine. 

e Die raised signs 

e Engraved signs 

e Cast signs 

e Individual letters, custom 


designed and pictorial 
information signs 


visory services ... 


THE SUPERSINE COMPAN 


FILER AY 


Phone today for complete design and ad- 


ENUE DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48212 


Profit Planning Manual Available 

The AIA’s new booklet, “Profit 
Planning in Architectural Practice” is 
available at a price of $2.00 per copy. 

A profitable practice requires thor- 
ough advance planning, and this new 
manual presents practical “how-to” 
planning procedures for those practi- 
tioners not conversant with such pro- 
cedures. 

The need for planning ahead for a 
profitable practice became evident dur- 
ing the preparation of the “Economics 
of Architectural Practice” published 
in January 1968. The San Francisco 
management consultant firm of Case 
and Company, Inc. was commissioned 
to develop and write “Profit Planning 
in Architectural Practice” under the 
direction of the AIA Task Force on 
the Profit Planning Manual. 

Copies may be ordered at MSA 
Headquarters, 28 West Adams, De- 
troit, 48226. 


Resolution 


Resolution adopted by the Michigan 
Society of Architects in General Meet- 
ing, Friday, August 2, 1968, Mackinac 
Island, Michigan. 

Whereas, the State governing bodies 
have indicated their increasing con- 
cern for the dangers facing the State, 
as well as the Country as a whole, in 
respect to the increasing pollution of 
our air and water, and 

Whereas, the Legislators have trans- 
lated their concern into action as evi- 
denced by the creation and passage 
of HB 2646 and HB 3852, and 

Whereas, the Governor has seen fit 
to sign said bills into law, thereby 
creating P.A.75 and P.A. 76, and 

Whereas, P.A.76 will provide the 
funds through the issuance of full 
faith and credit bonds necessary for 
combating this creeping pollution, and 

Whereas, the permission for the is- 
suance of full faith and credit bonds 
must in the end come from the people, 
and 

Whereas, this permission will be in 
the form of a referendum voted favor- 
ably, and 

Whereas, this referendum will ap- 
pear on the November 5, 1968 ballot. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the 
Michigan Society of Architects, a Re- 
gion of the American Institute of 
Architects, that this organization rep- 
resenting the architectural profession 
in the State of Michigan, recognizing 
that monies must be budgeted for 
expenditure in all areas of dire need 
such as expanded general education 
and the development of a solution to 
our urban ills, does hereby firmly sup- 
port P.A. 75 and P.A. 76 and further 
do give our whole-hearted support to 
the passage of the funding referendum. 


Wanna make something out 
of Beslite block? Please see: 


Adams Concrete Products 
3840 Morgan 

P. O. Box 390 

Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197 
Amiss Block Plant 

201 N. Detroit Street 
Lansing, Michigan 

B & S Concrete Block 
29180 Groesbeck 
Roseville, Michigan 


Best Block Company 
30901 Five Mile Road 
Livonia, Michigan 48154 
Boice Builders Supply 

545 Telegraph 

Pontiac, Michigan 48053 
Brighton Block Co. 

10147 E. Grand River 
Brighton, Michigan 

Clark Block & Supply 
4930 Belleville Road 
Belleville, Michigan 48111 
Fendt Builders Supply 
22005 Gill Road 
Farmington, Michigan 
Ferguson Block Co. 
Davison, Michigan 

Frank’s Nursery 

6399 E. Nevada 

Detroit, Michigan 

Genesee Cement Products, Inc. 
3478 South Dort Highway 
Flint, Michigan 48507 
Gibeau Bloçk Company 
13075 Newburg Road 
Livonia, Michigan 

Grand Blanc Cement Products 
10709 Center Road 

Grand Blanc, Michigan 
Hannah Cement Products 
1020 N. Raymond Road 
Battle Creek, Michigan 49107 
Harmon Block Co. 

339 Sleaford 

Howell, Michigan 

Hay Con Tile Co. 

12627 Greenfield 

Detroit, Michigan 

Michigan Vitrified Tile Co. 
Corunna, Michigan 

William Moors Concrete Products 
31475 Utica Road 

Fraser, Michigan 

National Block Co. 

39000 Ford Road 
Westland, Michigan 48184 
Palmer Concrete Products, Inc. 
3401 E. Court 

Flint, Michigan 48501 
Pennock Concrete Products 
Nashville, Michigan 
Sunandar Products Co. 
10701 Lyndon Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 48238 
United Block Co. 

19290 W. Eight Mile Road 
Southfield, Michigan 48075 


The stuff that great walls are made of. 


MAKE 
SOMETHING 
OUT OF IT? 


We think this 
is the greatest 
block in the 
world. 


A great wall, for instance. One that will 
be smooth. Easy to paint. Easy to main-- 
tain. One that won't “pop” or stain even 
under the most severe conditions of 
exposure. 

Then specify Beslite Block. A great 
block. Fora great wall. Made of expanded 
clay and shale aggregate and entirely 
free of corrosive elements. 

Beslite Division, Light Weight Aggre- 
gate Corp., 27611 Schoolcraft, Livonia, 
Mich. 48150. Phone 313-421-6565. 


BESLITESOCK 


The stuff that great walls are made of. 
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CALENDAR 


“RARE BOOK LIBRARY SHELVING” November 5,6,7 Michigan Association of School 
Boards Annual Convention, Pantlind 


Hotel, Grand Rapids 


November 21 Louis I. Kahn, Lecture at 
Cranbrook Academy — 8:00 P.M. 
Tickets available at MSA Headquarters 
November 23-26 AIA Student Forum, Ann Arbor 


December 7 Continuing Education Seminar 
Sponsored by MSA, held at University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor 


1969 
January 22 Detroit Chapter Meeting — ESD 
February 12 “Feed Forward Seminar” — ESD 


March 19, 20,21 55th Annual MSA Convention 
Statler Hilton Hotel — Detroit 


Architectural Cus iginal i 
paises custom, oneal April 5 Tri-School AIA Detroit Chapter 
millwork equipment manufacturer Dinner Meeting held at Lawrence 


FOR Institute of Technology 


ECCLESIASTICAL and EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES June 22-26 National AIA Convention — Chicago 
. . . BANKS, COMMERCIAL and MUNICIPAL 
INSTALLATIONS . . . STUDENT HOUSING . . . 

ARCHITECTURALLY MATCHED VENEERS Classified 


and PANELING 
(FOREIGN, EXOTIC and DOMESTIC) 


MCCLELLAND & SON, 
INC. 


56 S. SQUIRREL ROAD (NEAR M-59) 
AUBURN HEIGHTS, MICHIGAN 48057 


Architects Wanted Designers, 
Draftsmen, Job Captains, Experienced 
in Educational Work; Extensive and 
Interesting Program. Wakely Kushner 
Assoc, Architects, St. Clair Shores, 
778-8822. 


ADVERTISER’S INDEX 


American Cyanamid Co. 1 
Beslite Division 16-17 


We treat wood 


with constant curiosity 


M. Den Braven 


E Our 53rd Anniversary MM 


Ceramic Tile Promotion Fund 12 
Currier Lumber 18 
Den Braven, M. 18 
Detroit Edison Co. 3rd Cover 
Dondero Sash & Screen, Inc. 15 
Glanz & Killian 9 


Great Lakes Fabricators 
and Erectors Assoc. 5 


Levy, Edw. C. Co. 4th Cover 
McClelland & Son 18 


— SHEET METAL — 
—— VENTILATING —— 
— AIR CONDITIONING — 


Our pressure treating plant has a 
big advantage. It is backed up by 


a crack research team at Osmose Mechanical Heat & Cold 4 
. - - our source for the most effici- Ki x 5 
o ent wood Preservatives available. arm Consolidated 
ere e wood apart and $ 
put it back together. They dip it, ig Co 2nd Cover 
submerge it and rescue it from all Michigan Drilling Co. 16 


kinds of chemical solutions. The: 

heat it, freeze it, squeeze it. It all 
adds up to our knowing more 
about how to preserve wood from 
decay and fire than anyone else 


U. L. LABEL SERVICE AVAILABLE 


CURRIER LUMBER CO. 


Detroit, Michigan 48212 
7500 E. DAVISON AVENUE + 365-5200 


Miller, A. J. 13 
Precast/Schoketon 15 


9080 Alpine Avenue 
Detroit 4, Michigan 
WE 3-7494-5-6 


Roofing Industry Promotion 
Fund 


Robertson, H. H. 
Supersine 16 
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Riley Stoker changed to the 
induction production method 
to gain greater control. Cost 
control. Quality control 
Smoke control 

The Chief of the Bureau 
of Air Pollution Control for 
Detroit recently commended 
Riley Stoker, stating: “This 
development (installing in- 


duction furnaces) will assure your company’s 
ability to meet our air pollution control re- 
quirements and you are to be congratulated 
step to improving 


on taking this dynamic 


Riley Stoker Corporation 
just installed two 
all-electric induction furnaces 


electric 


process 


the quality of the air Detroit's 
citizens breathe.” 

Production of cast iron is 
a critical operation. Produc- 
tion methods are important 
The induction furnace lets 
Riley Stoker pour iron when- 
ever it is needed. With pre 
cise temperature control 
With practically no alloy loss 


For full information about any phase of 


heating, call 962-2100, 


ext. 2861, in Detroit. Elsewhere, call your 
Edison office. 


EDISON 


It’s how the cookie crumbles... 


that determines 
the strength of asphaltic mixtures 


IT’S NOT HOW DEEP YOU MAKE IT... IT’S HOW YOU MAKE IT DEEP 


EDW. C. LEVY COMPANY 


QUALITY Ca DETROIT, MICH. 48209 
AGGREGATES TEL. : (313) 843-7200 


